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ARIZONA IMPORTANT BIRD AREA PROGRAM

SITE NAME ___________________________________________________

Nearest Town (s)  ___________________________________________________________   County _________________________

Size (hectares)___________________________Area Accuracy:  Good_____Medium_____Poor_____Unknown_____

Approx. elevation (in meters); if a range, give low-high ___________________

UTM ____________________N  __________ ___________E

(Zone 12 NAD 27 CONUS Projection)

	Land Ownership: 

	

	

	

	

	


(Estimated percentage for all that apply):  State_____ Federal_____ Municipal_____ County_____








Private_____ Tribal_____ Other _____ Unknown _____

Management Plan for the Area:  Yes_____ No_____ Unknown_____

Directions to site:___________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is this site accessible to the public?  Yes_____ No_____

Special restrictions on conditions of public access, if any (specify):____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Arizona IBA Program is conducting an inventory of habitats that may qualify as Important Bird Areas.  To qualify, a site needs to meet only one of the IBA criteria, although many sites will meet several.  Please tell us about area that you think may meet the criteria.  Complete as much of this form as possible.  It is recommended that you contact the Director of Bird Conservation before completing this form.  The Director can inform you if the site has already been nominated, and may also be able to provide you with data or contacts to support your nomination.  For more information and to return this survey, contact:  Tice Supplee, Director of Bird Conservation, Audubon Arizona, 4250 East Camelback Road, Suite K310, Phoenix, AZ 85018; phone: (602) 468-6470, e-mail: tsupplee@audubon.org or Scott Wilbor, Arizona IBA Program Conservation Biologist, TAS, 300 E. University Blvd. #120, Tucson, AZ, 85705; phone (520) 628-1730; e-mail swilbor@tucsonaudubon.org.  Please check Arizona’s IBA web page at www.aziba.org for current information.  Thank you!
Habitat:  General description of the habitat: Use table at end of nomination for estimated or if known exact % of IBA by Habitat
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Land Use: General description of land uses past and current (Use Appendix A): Use table at end of nomination to estimate  % of each type of  Land Use in the IBA
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nomination Form (continued)




Site Name _________________________________________

IBA Criteria (check all that apply, codes are for data entry only): PLEASE READ CRITERIA FOR SITE SELECTION
D1 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Site Important to Special Status Avian Species



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Endangered and Threatened (Federally listed in Arizona)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Bird Cons. Concern *Includes (from BCR X):  


 FORMCHECKBOX 

AZ Threatened Birds (Species of Greatest Conservation Need, Tier 1a & 1b)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

AZ Partners in Flight Conservation Priority Species



 FORMCHECKBOX 

AZ Audubon WatchList Species (Arizona WatchList2007)
D3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Rare, Unique, or Exceptional Representative Habitat/Ecological Community 

D4i
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Significant Concentrations of Birds, >1% State population



D4ii    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Waterfowl (2000+)



D4iii   FORMCHECKBOX 
Wading Birds –Bittern, Herons, Egrets, or Ibises (significant numbers or concentrations)



D4iv   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Waterbirds –Coots, Moorhens, Loons, Grebes, Rails, Cormorants, Pelicans, Gulls, and Terns (significant numbers 


or concentrations)



D4v    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Shorebirds (100+)



D4vi   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Raptors (1000+ in migration –season total, 200+ wintering, or significant nesting conc.)



D4vi   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cranes (2000+)



D4vii  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Landbirds (significant #s, density, and/or diversity)


Supportive Categories

D5
 FORMCHECKBOX 
.  Sites supporting substantive programs in avian research or avian-specific educational opportunities


 FORMCHECKBOX 

A.  Sites supporting long-term research and /or monitoring with publication of research, e.g. Western Birds, Journal of Field Ornithology, Southwestern Naturalist, Condor, etc.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

B.  Sites supporting educational programs in which a significant component of the program content focuses on avian ecology, bird identification, biodiversity, or the value of native habitat for birds.  Sites may be natural, urban, suburban, or rural, but should retain or promote significant native habitat.  Sites where habitat restoration is a significant management goal, and educates the public the value of restored habitat to birds will also be included in this category.

GENERAL INFORMATION
	Site Description: General description of geographic location, major attributes and 

general description of the history and current management status and any other helpful information (attach additional pages and maps)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Your Name ___________________________________________________  Phone  (       )_____________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________   Fax  (       )_____________________________________

City  _____________________________  State  ________  Zip  ________   e-mail  __________________________________________

Affiliation  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is this site important for birds? (in terms of regional, state, or continental landscape perspective)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE

Threats: General description of threats and possible actions to alleviate or remove the threat (Use Appendix B). Use table at end of nomination form to estimate threat levels and select threat categories.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nomination Form (continued)








Site Name ___________________________________________

Ornithological Data

List the species and season(s) for which the site is important, the year of observation/surveys, date or range of dates, units, number counted, min./max. numbers (give conservative minimum estimates), density, and/or average (optional) of birds for each relevant season, and the sources of information pertaining to each record.  **Note:  If your nominated IBA has distinct sub-sections that have received separate surveys, please make copies of this form, and use one for each sub-area (e.g., long linear riparian areas).  If you have multiple years of data, you may submit copies of the report or the data table for later data entry by the Arizona IBA Program staff.

Important:  Each source type (i.e., 1, 2, or 3) should also be given a letter (A, B, C, etc.) referencing a specific full citation that should be included with this nomination.  Include a page number in the source box if the data are from a published source.  Example:  1A p.123 or 1B App.A, where letters A, B, C, etc., will be published reports listed on the Specify Sources page in the format:  Author(s) last name, first initial(s), Year, Title, Publisher/Affiliation, City, State, Number of Pages.

1Season Status: Breeding Visitor = B, Wintering Visitor = W, Non-breeding Visitor (during breeding season) = N, Spring Migrant = SM, Fall Migrant = FM, Resident = R, Unknown = Un, Extinct at site, but formerly present = E.

2 Relative abundance: Abundant = A, Common = C, Frequent = F, Present = P, Rare = R, Uncommon = U, Unknown = Un

3Evidence of Breeding (attempted): Yes=  bird at nest, copulating,, carrying nest material, courtship, carrying fecal sac, or fledgling seen, or No = no breeding behaviors seen.

4 Units: Adults and juveniles = AJ, Breeding Pairs = B, Males only = M, Adults only = A, Unknown = Un

5Numeric Data:  Specific season/yr. survey choose either Min # and Max # and Density (include units).  Birders may find Relative Abundance and/or Average #/day * (estimated), may best fit their level of field data/personal observations.  This information will be used to identify a site for additional quantitative surveys to evaluate the site for IBA acceptance by the Arizona IBA Scientific Review Committee.  

6 Est. of Distance or Area Covered:  Specify units or the Percentage of the total IBA or the IBA sub-area surveyed.       Total Size/Length of Area (est.) = ________________(please fill in)
7 Source Type: 1=Published report, 2=Survey (Christmas Bird Count, Breeding Bird Survey), 3= Field notes/Personal observation

	Species Name
	Season Status1
	Year of Obser-vation
	Date of Observation  or Range of Dates  (Mon./Day to Mon./Day)
	Relative    Abundance2
	Evidence of Breeding3
	Units4
	Min. #5
	Max.#5
	Density5
#/_____

(incl. units)

(If known) 
	Avg. #/Day or Density/ Day5
(if estimated mark *)

(Optional)
	Est. of Distance6 or Area Covered

(specify units) or Percentage of Area 
	Source7 Type # and Ref. letter

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Nomination Form (continued)








Site Name ___________________________________________

	Species Name
	Season Status1
	Year of Obser-vation
	Date of Observation  or Range of Dates  (Mon./Day to Mon./Day)
	Relative    Abundance2
	Evidence of Breeding3
	Units4
	Min. #5
	Max.#5
	Density5
#/_____

(incl. units)

(If known) 
	Avg. #/Day or Density/ Day5
(if estimated mark *)

(Optional)
	Est. of Distance6 or Area Covered

(specify units) or Percentage of Area 
	Source7 Type # and Ref. letter

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Ornithological Data

Nomination Form (continued)




Site Name _________________________________________

Specify  Sources (please skip a line between entries): 

Published Reports:  Example:  1A.  Paradzick, C.E., T.D. McCarthey, R.F. Davidson, J.W. Rourke, M.W. Sumner, and A.B. Smith.  2001.  Southwestern Willow Flycatcher 2000 survey and nest monitoring report.  Tech. Rep. 175.  Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Phoenix, AZ. 93 p.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Surveys:  Example:  2A.  North American Migration Count (NAMC).  1996 (5/11/96).  Participants:  Romig, Gary (compiler); Radd, Roger; Lesh, Tammi; and Swarthout, Elliot.  Tavasci Marsh and Peck’s Lake sub-data from Yavapai County count.  *Please list different year surveys separate.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal Observations:  Example (not real):  3A.  Radd, Roger.  Field Notes of visits to Page Springs Fish Hatchery.  Common Black-Hawk seen on 04/23/90 with 2 other birders (4 birds, 2 nests), 05/21/93 w/1 other birder (3 birds, 1 possible nest), 10/01/96 solo-(5 birds, 2 ad., 3 yng.), 07/04/00 Field Trip Leader (10 total birders)-(4 birds, 2 nests), and 04/27/02 Field Trip Leader- (8 total birders) (4 birds, no nests found).  Northern Arizona Audubon Member, Cottonwood, AZ.  *This is the ideal, less info. is o.k. too.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nomination Form (continued)




Site Name ________________________________________

Specify  Sources (please skip a line between entries): 

Published Reports:  Example:  1A.  Paradzick, C.E., T.D. McCarthey, R.F. Davidson, J.W. Rourke, M.W. Sumner, and A.B. Smith.  2001.  Southwestern Willow Flycatcher 2000 survey and nest monitoring report.  Tech. Rep. 175.  Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Phoenix, AZ. 93 p.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Surveys:  Example:  2A.  North American Migration Count (NAMC).  1996 (5/11/96).  Participants:  Romig, Gary (compiler); Radd, Roger; Lesh, Tammi; and Swarthout, Elliot.  Tavasci Marsh and Peck’s Lake sub-data from Yavapai County count.  *Please list different year surveys separate.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal Observations:  Example (not real):  3A.  Radd, Roger.  Field Notes of visits to Page Springs Fish Hatchery.  Common Black-Hawk seen on 04/23/90 with 2 other birders (4 birds, 2 nests), 05/21/93 w/1 other birder (3 birds, 1 possible nest), 10/01/96 solo-(5 birds, 2 ad., 3 yng.), 07/04/00 Field Trip Leader (10 total birders)-(4 birds, 2 nests), and 04/27/02 Field Trip Leader- (8 total birders) (4 birds, no nests found).  Northern Arizona Audubon Member, Cottonwood, AZ.  *This is the ideal, less info. is o.k. too.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nomination Form (continued)




Site Name _________________________________________

Major Habitat Types: Please indicate by % of the total area, or with P for Primary (>50%) and S for Secondary (<50%).

_______ Alpine

_______ Aspen

_______ Chaparral

_______ Chihuahuan Desertscrub

_______ Cliff/Rock/Bare Ground

_______ Cold Desertscrub

_______ Grassland (Desert)

_______ Grassland (High Elevation)

_______ Freshwater Marshes

_______ Madrean Pine-Oak

_______ Mixed Conifer

_______ Mohave Desertscrub

_______ Open Water

_______ Pine 

_______ Pinyon-Juniper

_______ Riparian (High Elevation >4,000 ft)

_______ Riparian (Low Elevation <4,000 ft)

_______ Sonoran Desertscrub

_______ Spruce-fir

_______ Other (specify):_______________________________

HABITAT AND LAND USE

Major Land Uses: Please indicate by % of total usage, or with P for Primary/Major (>50%) and S for Secondary/Minor (<50%).

See Appendix A for explanation of land codes.

_______ Agriculture

_______ Fisheries/ Aquaculture

_______ Forestry 

_______ Hunting

_______ Military

_______ Nature Conservation/ Research

_______ Not Utilized

_______ Tourism/ Recreation

_______ Urban/ Industrial/ Transport

_______ Water Management

_______ Other (specify):__________________________________

_______ Unknown

CONSERVATION ISSUES, OPPORTUNITIES, AND THREATS

Primary Threats to Site: Please note threats to the site and indicate level of importance – 

High (H), Medium (M), and Low (L).

See Appendix B for explanation of threat codes.

_____ Abandonment/ Reduction of land management

_____ Afforestation

_____ Agricultural intensification/ expansion

_____ Aquaculture/ fisheries

_____ Burning of vegetation

_____ Consequences of animal/ plant introductions

_____ Construction/ impact of dyke/ dam/ barrage

_____ Deforestation/ commercial

_____ Disturbance to birds

_____ Drainage

_____ Dredging/ canalization

_____ Extraction industry


_____ Filling-in of wetlands

_____ Firewood collection

_____ Forest grazing

_____ Groundwater abstraction

_____ Industrialization/ urbanization

_____ Infrastructure

_____ Intensified forest management

_____ Natural events

_____ Recreation/ tourism

_____ Selective logging/ cutting

_____ Shifting agriculture

_____ Unsustainable exploitation

_____ Other (specify):___________________

Describe primary conservation issues, their seriousness, and any steps being taken to address them:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nomination Form (continued)




Site Name _________________________________________


Other Resources: Please describe any significant flora and non-avian fauna, social, cultural, economic, or historic issues associated with this site:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Land Owner/Manager Contacts: Please provide the name, address, and phone numbers of the landowner or land manager(s) for the site, and indicate whether they have been contacted and/or given permission for the site to be nominated.

Name ___________________________________________________
Name___________________________________________________

Address 
_________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________

City __________________________  State _______  Zip ________

City _______________________ State _________ Zip __________

Phone ___________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________________________

Contacted? ________________  Permission? ___________________
Contacted? _________________  Permission?__________________

Remarks_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Local groups with an interest in this site:

Name/Group __________________________________________

Name/Group ____________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

City _________________________ State _______ Zip________

City _________________________ State _______ Zip___________

Phone _______________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________

ATTACH SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION (MAPS, PHOTOS, FIELD NOTES, CHECKLISTS, ETC.) 
APPENDIX A
LAND USE CODES

	Land use


	Notes

	Agriculture
	All land affected by cultivation, including perennial crops/groves/orchards, as well as all land affected by pastoral agriculture, including grazing lands and rangelands of livestock.

	Fisheries/aquaculture
	All land or water affected by commercial angling, fishing, aquaculture, mariculture, shellfish cultivation or harvesting, etc. Recreational angling was listed under ‘Tourism/Recreation’.

	Forestry
	This term was taken to mean wooded land under active management for the extraction of timber and non-timber forest products, as well as for other non-extractive functions such as protection against erosion and avalanches, etc. and provision of amenity areas for recreation/tourism, etc.

	Hunting
	Although contributors were instructed to only list hunting as a land-use if the land was officially designated for hunting, this definition was not applied rigidly or consistently by contributors. This category tended to be listed for any land where legal hunting took place (i.e. the land was not necessarily designated officially for hunting per se).

	Military
	Any area of land or water used by the military, for any purpose.

	Nature conservation/research
	Contributors tended apply this category only to land or water where ‘Nature conservation/research’ was a primary land-use, i.e. only to those protected areas with a relatively high level of protection or management for nature conservation, tending to ignore ‘protected landscapes’ and other such ‘broader’ designations.

	Not utilised
	The relevant area is not used. In this inventory, some contributors listed this category to indicate that none of the other listed uses occurred, not necessarily that the land was unused—this was corrected at the data-checking stage where possible.

	Tourism/recreation
	Although contributors were advised to only record this category if the land or water was allocated specifically for this use, e.g. on planning maps, in practice contributors usually listed this use for any areas of land or water that were used, directly or indirectly, for recreation, tourism or leisure activities, i.e. including infrastructural or built-up areas such as holiday villages and accommodation complexes.

	Urban/industrial/transport
	This category includes: general residential and built-up areas (not only in cities but also towns or villages); infrastructure other than for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, aquaculture, tourism/recreation or water management, i.e. mainly for transport and energy purposes, e.g. roads, bridges, railways, ports, airports, power-stations, pylon or pipeline networks, wind-farms, etc.; and non-built-up land used by commercial or industrial activities other than agriculture, forestry, fisheries, aquaculture, tourism/recreation or water management, i.e. such activities as extraction of oil/gas, mining of ores, peat, salt, gravel, etc.

	Water management
	This category includes the management of waterbodies such as rivers and lakes for purposes such as flood control, irrigation and storage (for drinking water, hydropower, cooling power-stations, etc.), large-scale redistribution (to balance disturbed hydrology, facilitate engineering projects, etc.).

	Other
	This catch-all category covers any human use of the IBA which cannot be classified under one of the other categories, and in this inventory included such activities/uses as: reed-cutting; firewood-gathering; traditional/artisanal salt-production; excavation of loess or marl in small quantities (i.e. not industrial/commercial); harvesting of animal/plant products such as cork, heather, berries, fungi, eggs/young/adults of birds; husbandry of wild species (e.g. Eider Somateria mollissima for eiderdown); ice-cutting.

	Unknown
	This catch-all category was listed when the land-use, if any, over part or all of an IBA’s area was not known to the compiler of the data-sheet or database.


APPENDIX B

THREAT CODES

	Threat


	Notes

	Abandonment/reduction of land management
	Includes undergrazing; rural depopulation leading to reduced carrion for scavengers; abandonment of salt-pans. Abandonment of fish-ponds is treated under ‘Aquaculture/fisheries’.

	Afforestation
	Afforestation with exotic tree species should be treated here rather than under ‘Consequences of animal/plant introductions’.

	Agricultural intensification/expansion
	Includes irrigation (including indirect impacts, e.g. draw-down of water leading to predators reaching breeding colonies on islands, or reservoir being kept artificially high in summer, etc.); high fertilizer input; excessive use of chemicals; changes in crop species or cultivation; loss of habitats; overgrazing; effects of pest control on non-target species; nutrient pollution of wetlands as a result of agricultural intensification.

	Aquaculture/fisheries
	The threat is not solely from intensification or expansion of aquaculture/fisheries—abandonment or reduction of traditional or non-intensive aquaculture can also affect some waterbirds (cf. agriculture). This category includes the persecution (shooting, etc.) of waterbirds that can occur at some fisheries/aquaculture sites. Reduction in fish farming due to economic crisis. If recreational angling causes a threat, this is listed under ‘Recreation/tourism’.

	Burning of vegetation
	Fires that are not caused by natural events, i.e. all man-made fires, whether purposeful (e.g. to clear vegetation for grazing) or accidental or malicious.

	Consequences of animal/plant introductions
	Afforestation with exotic tree species should be treated under ‘Afforestation’ rather than here.

	Construction/impact of dyke/dam/barrage
	Includes such phenomena as water-level fluctuations in, or downstream of, hydropower reservoirs, changing levels of reservoirs or storage basins, altered sedimentation patterns downstream, etc.

	Deforestation (commercial)
	Includes clear-cutting (selective felling is treated under ‘Selective logging/cutting’), illegal as well as legal.

	Disturbance to birds
	This threat is usually a consequence of other human activities than deliberate scaring, and thus is often listed in combination with other threat categories (ultimate factors), e.g. recreation/tourism or intensified forest management. Contributors to this inventory have often listed both ‘Disturbance to birds’ and the responsible activity too, to highlight the ultimate source of the disturbance. Active persecution of birds is generally classed as ‘Other’ threat, but when disturbance effects are more important than mortality effects, e.g. farmers shooting at Cranes Grus canadensis or geese Anser/Branta just enough to scare them away, then such activity is better classed under ‘Disturbance’.

	Drainage
	

	Dredging/canalisation
	Includes creation of canals for irrigation.

	Extraction industry
	Includes exploration as well as extraction activities/infrastructure and any resultant pollution, covering all kinds of extraction, e.g. not just mining but oil/gas, peat (commercial extraction only), etc., as well as pollution occurring during transport.

	Filling-in of wetlands
	Used for active filling-in only, e.g. land-fill using excess spoil or waste material. If the wetland is filling in due to increased sedimentation or other indirect processes, the threat should be classified under the cause of the increase in sedimentation.

	Firewood collection
	

	Forest grazing
	Includes damaging grazing caused by over-population of wild deer (through winter-feeding by hunters, eradication of natural predators, etc.).

	Groundwater abstraction
	


APPENDIX B

THREAT CODES

	Threat


	Notes

	Industrialisation/urbanisation
	Includes construction, chemical run-off or spillage, sewage effluent, wind-farms, etc. Ideally, only includes physical developments (or attendant phenomena/processes) that are not related to tourism/recreation, forestry, agriculture, extraction, aquaculture/fisheries, dyke/dam/barrage construction, since all of these can be classified separately. Thus, this category generally includes housing, offices, factories, transport and energy developments, and generally the threat is posed by the addition of infrastructure to an existing urban area or other center, whereas isolated examples of such development are better classed under ‘Infrastructure’. Examples of threatening processes or related phenomena, rather than physical developments, include the industrialization (intensification) of salina-management, the occurrence of acid rain downwind of industrial sources. Coastal land-claim, e.g. for expanding industrial or urban areas, is included here, but land-claim of inland wetlands is classed under ‘Filling-in of wetlands’. Waste disposal (where source of waste is unspecified) is also classed here.

	Infrastructure
	Generally involves energy (power-lines) and transport (roads, railways). Includes roads, railways, overhead transmission lines, etc. This can be difficult to separate from ‘Industrialization/urbanization’, but tends to be listed where developments are more ‘isolated’, not involving the addition of infrastructure to some pre-existing ‘center’ or focus (e.g. town, etc.). Again, ideally this category should include only those developments that are not related to tourism/recreation, forestry, extraction industry, agriculture, aquaculture/fisheries or construction of dyke/dam/barrage, since these can be categorized separately. Proposed wind-farm. Airport pollution.

	Intensified forest management
	Management generally refers to production of timber, not of non-timber forest products (e.g. mushrooms, honey). Excessive collection of the latter should be classified as ‘Other’ threat.

	Natural events
	Includes drought, erosion (at normal levels), storms, nest destruction by native predators, etc. It is considered possible for ‘Natural events’ to pose threats to birds and habitats, despite the adaptations of all organisms to the naturally dynamic environment over millions of years, because the environment in North America/Europe in some places has been changed drastically (generally, simplified in an ecological sense) by man, especially over the last 100 years or so. Fires should be listed under this category only if they are stated to be natural- whether deliberate, accidental or malicious, and should be classed under ‘Burning of vegetation’.

	Recreation/tourism
	As well as for direct impacts such as disturbance of birds, this category has been used to cover the impacts of ‘hard’ developments, e.g. building of hotels, holiday homes, etc.

	Selective logging/cutting
	Clear-cutting of forest/woodland should be treated under ‘Deforestation’. This category includes the cutting/collection of branches as well as of whole trees, but applies only to trees and bushes, not to such vegetation as reeds, etc. (reed-cutting has been treated under ‘Other’ threat).

	Shifting agriculture
	This refers slash-and-burn agriculture (more common in tropical forest countries than in the U.S. or Europe) or such practices as opportunistic plowing and planting of desert/semi-desert (e.g. with barley/millet) after heavy rains, thus degrading or destroying the thin soil.

	Unsustainable exploitation
	‘Exploitation’ refers solely to birds, not to other natural resources such as reeds, forest fungi, etc., and thus includes unsustainable hunting (legal and illegal), egg-collection, husbandry, etc. Significant disturbance to birds caused by hunting should be classified under ‘Disturbance to birds’.


APPENDIX B

THREAT CODES
	Threat


	Notes

	Other
	This catch-all category covers any threat to the IBA which cannot be classified under one of the other categories, and in this inventory included such threats as: various kinds of pollution for which the cause(s) cannot be (or were not) identified or which cannot be classed under other categories (e.g. fuel-oil pollution from unspecified kinds of boats; nutrient pollution or acid rain from unspecified sources; lead-shot pollution; radioactive contamination; water pollution by mosquito-control chemicals); deliberate persecution or incidental killing of birds (not exploitation per se), e.g. through poisoning of raptors, farmers shooting birds (except where disturbance effects are more important than mortality effects, when this threat should be classed under ‘Disturbance to birds’); activities that threaten the site in an unexplained or unspecified way (military activity; heavy airport traffic; increased boat traffic; seaweed harvesting; hunting; hay-cutting; mussel-collecting; reed-cutting/harvesting); management of site is poor, inappropriate or lacking, especially water-management issues (water-level fluctuations; water transfer/abstraction of surface water); deer fences (effects unspecified); forest/soil degradation and tree disease (non-specific); excessive collection of non-timber forest products; transport of highly toxic chemicals through site (potential risk); outbreaks of botulism; algal blooms (cause unspecified).

	Unknown
	This category can only be used on its own, not with other threats—that is, it is not known what threats the site faces, if any.


NOMINATION FORM














Is habitat restoration or enhancement of this site needed?  Yes_____ No_____





If the site does need restoration or enhancement, what actions need to be taken (e.g., fencing, planting, stream bank stabilization, erosion checks, exotic species management, etc.)?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











